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Charter change means growth and challenge 


lat exciting news: our 

f charter has been 
amended! After many years of 
work and laying the founda- 
tions on the part of many peo- 
ple, the Lord has given us the 
breakthrough we have long 
sought! He has answered 
prayer, opened doors and 
granted us favour with the 
university community, the 
Ministry of Education, the op- 
position parties and the Harris 
government, 

Those in authority have finally rec- 
ognized Redeemer College for what it is: 
an undergraduate institution which pro- 
vides an education of an Ontario univer- 
sity standard, Our students will receive 
the degree credential which they deserve, 
better reflecting their program of study. 
In its report, the review panel noted the 
quality of the college's programs and the 
achievements of its faculty, students and 
alumni. We salute them for the important 
role they have played in helping the col- 
lege reach this milestone. 

And more importantly, liberal arts 
and science education which acknow!l- 
edges the name of Jesus Christ has been 
regarded as legitimate university educa- 
tion in this province. This is a significant 
victory not only for Redeemer College but 
for the Christian community and the 
cause of Christian education in Ontario. 
And so we also thank all of you for the 
encouragement you have given and the 
prayers you have offered on our behalf. 
It is our hope that this decision signals a 
positive change in attitude toward Chris- 
tian education at all levels - elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary. 


COMING EVENTS 


Check In Day - Sept. 7. Labour Day is the day 
when Redeemer welcomes its students to cam- 
pus for the upcoming academic year. Classes 
begin Sept. 6. 


Opening Convocation - Sept. 8 at 8 p.m. This 
year's opening convocation is scheduled for 
the evening so that the community can come 
and celebrate not only the start of a new aca- 
demic year, but also the change in the college's 
charter. (See page 3 for more details). 


As we reflect on what has 
taken place, we anticipate that 
it will move the college into a 
new phase of development 
and growth. The prospect of 
new growth is an exciting one, 
fuelled by the expectation that 
our enrolment will increase as 
we attract students who may 
have previously gone else- 
where to pursue their univer- 
sity degree. As we move be- 
yond 500 students, we will ex- 
perience a number of chal- 
lenges and opportunities, academically, fi- 
nancially and spiritually. 

Academically, clarity about our uni- 
versity status will allow us to occupy a rec- 
ogmized place in the university community 
in this province. Our academic identity cri- 
sis is over! Increased enrolment will enable 
us to consolidate our existing academic 
programs and to explore the possibility of 
moving into new areas to serve our stu- 
dents better. We will also have to work to 
maintain the sense of community and close 
interaction between faculty and studerits 
which has been a hallmark of our Chris- 
tan university education, 

Financially, serving more students will 
give us an opportunity to place our opera- 
tions on a more solid financial footing, 
which is one of the goals of the college's 
strategic plan. At the same time, we will 
require more resources to ensure that the 
quality of our university programs remains 
first class. Our planned development cam- 
paign will be a key ingreclient in achieving 
this goal. 

Spiritually, a time of growth will 
present us with the challenge of renewing 
our spiritual vision and our commitment 


Homecoming “98 - Sept. 19. All Redeemer 
alumni are welcomed back to campus where 
special honour will be given to the Class of 88. 


Book Reading - Sept. 23 at 8 p.m. English pro- 
fessor Hugh Cook will give a reading at the col- 
lege from his new book Home In Alfalfa 


Annual Board Meeting - Oct. 1 at 8 p.m. All 
members of the college's supporting commu- 
nity are encouraged to attend this important 
Thursday evening meeting. 


to providing a vibrant Christian liberal 
arts and science education. While our de- 
grees have changed, our mission has not. 
By retaining a focus on the heritage and 
basis from which our institution draws 
its identity, we can continue our mission 
of providing a university education 
which is Scripturally directed and gives 
expression to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. 

Finally, our new status will provide 
us with a wonderful opportunity to reach 
out more boldly to the wider Christian 
community and to society at large. Our 
ability to provide educational leadership 
to students and leaders from many dif- 
ferent faith communities will be en- 
hanced. At the same time, we have to 
continue to learn to communicate the 
vision of Christ's Lordship over all of life 
in ways that are accessible to this greater 
variety of students who will enrich our 
academic community. 

We will also have new opportuni- 
hes to witness to the society in which we 
have been placed. The province and the 
university community have watched us 
build an academic reputation; now we 
must work to sustain and augment it in 
the same way, holding high the name of 
Jesus Christ and communicating the full- 
orbed claims of the gospel in ways that 
can Impact our society. 

As we praise God for His goodness 
and celebrate this great event, let us also 
pray that He will enable us to remain 
faithful to our mission, so that our uni- 
versity status will be employed in ways 
that bring honour and glory to His name. 


Justin D. Cooper 
June 1998 


Faculty Inauguration - Nov. 6 at 8 p.m. Dr. 
James Payton has been promoted to full pro- 
fessor at Redeemer. The achievement will be 
celebrated at a formal faculty inauguration to 
which the community is invited. 


Guest art show - Oct. 6-9. Matth Cupido re- 
tums to Redeemer College with a new art ex- 
hibition and show entitled “Job: Companion 
of God.” Matth will be Artist-in-Residence for 
the 1998/99 academic year. 


Soe News & Events: www.redeemer.on.ca 
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Charter amendment marks milestone 


| college supporters who 
gathered in the otherwise 
empty gallery of the Ontario 
Legislature on Thursday 
evening, June 25, the results 
were anything but anti-climac- 
hie. 

As Bill Prl7, An Act Re- 
specting Redeemer Reformed 
Christian College, recered sec- 
ond and third reading there 
was a collective holding of 
breath and then spontaneous 
applause. Only a few of the 
MPPs tending the province's 
business on this last evening 
before the summer recess were 
aware of the significance of this 
vote for the college. 

According to President 
Justin Cooper, Redeemer’s abil- 
ity to grant bachelor of arts and 
bachelor of science degrees re- 
moves the question mark about 
the university-level education 
the school provides. 

The journey to reach this 
milestone began more than 20 
years ago with the establish- 
ment of the Ontario Christan 
College Association in 1975, an 
organization mandated to un- 
dertake a feasibility study of 
opening a Christian college in 
Ontario. 

Those efforts yielded the 
first provincial charter given in 
1980 to Redeemer College and 
the actual opening of the col- 
lege in the fall of 1982. The 
bachelor of Christian studies 
degree, authorized by that first 
charter, was granted from 1986 
until this past May. The per- 
formance and reputation of 
these graduates would play an 


Come and celebrate with us! 


important role in achieving the 
charter amendment. 

The two months preceding 
passage of the bill saw a 
number of breakthroughs that 
Cooper describes as “doors 
opened by the Lord before we 
even knocked.” College offi- 
cials held positive meetings 
with representatives of the 
Council of Ontario Universi- 
ties, the Minister of Education 
& Training, David Johnson and 
members of the opposition par- 
tes. 

Wentworth North MPP 
Toni Skarica sponsored the Ke- 
deemer bill on May 5 and later 
that month a three person panel 
appointed by the ministry did 
an assessment of college pro- 
grams and facilities. The panel 
reported its findings to Minis- 
ter Johnson who in a letter 
dated June 15 congratulated 
President Cooper on an out- 
standing assessment and noted 
that Ontario was fortunate to 
have Redeemer as part of its 
postsecondary system. Final 
approval by a standing com- 
mittee of the Legislature paved 
the way for the legislation to go 
through unopposed. Royal As- 
sent by the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor concluded the process. 

A service of celebration 
and praise was held at the Re- 
deemer campus on the evening 
of June 30). Plans are in place to 
officially recognize receipt of 
the amended charter at the 
opening convocation of the 
new academic year, Tuesday, 
September 8 at 8 p.m. 
~MVB 


| The Redeemer community is cordially invited to celebrate with 
students, faculty and staff the amendment to the college's char- 


ter enabling Redeemer to confer B.A. and B.Sc. degrees to its 
graduates. The service of celebration will take place at the col- 
lege on Tuesday, Sept. § at 8 p.m. in conjunction with opening 
convocation to mark the start of another academic year. 


President justin Cooper, MPP Toni Skarica and Board of Governors 
Chair A. Ben Harsevoort pose outside the Legislative Assembly at 


Queen’s Park holding Bill Pri 7. 


Answering some questions 
about the new degrees 


rT ‘he change in Redeemer’s 
. provincial charter which 
| gives the college the authority 
| to grant bachelor of arts and 
bachelor of science degrees 
raises the issue of what these 
new powers mean for current 
degree holders with the bach- 
elor of Christian studies des- 
ignation. The new degrees 
will automatically be applied 
to the next graduating class 
(May 1999). 

According to President 
Justin Cooper, the issue of ret- 
roactivity, for May 1998 grads 
or any previous graduates, 
will be determined by the Col- 
lege Senate (formerly named 
Academic Council), since this 
is the body which is given the 
power to grant degrees. The 
Senate includes representa- 


tives of alumni and students 
as well as faculty, external 
faculty, administrators and 
board representatives. 

A separate issue alto- 
gether is teacher certifica- 
tion. This is handled by the 
Ontario College of Teachers 
rather than the Ministry of 
Education which dealt with 
the charter. The college will 
continue to make it a prior- 
ity to work toward provin- 
cial certification for our 
teacher education gradu- 
ates. 

Legal recognition as a 
university in Ontario and 
the strong peer assessment 
of the academic program in 
the charter process are posi- 
tive elements in the college’s 
favour. | 
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Reflections on the last Reflections 


Reflections goes through some face-lifts over 17 years 


swe reflect on this last issue of Reflections, 
awe look back at some of 

the designs that the 
newsletter has had over | 
the past 17 years. Vol. 1, 
No. 1 (left) took on a 
newspaper format and 
was distributed as an in- 
sert in the Calzimnuist Con- 
tact (now called Christian 
Courier). Three years later, | 
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dle), a look that remained for seven years. In 
1994 and 1996, slight modifications were made 
to the overall presentation, design and content 


Rev. De Bolster looks back at the toddler years 


| Rea the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless His holy name.” 
These words from Psalm 103 Sr ecevery 
sum up my experiences in the last | 
twomonths, We,asemployees and | 
supporters of Redeemer College, 
prayed and worked hard for many 
years, asking the Lord to bless the 
works of our hands and, let me tell 
you, the Lord has done marvellous 
things. He not only answered our 
prayers for a charter change, but 
has had His hand on the college © 
over its 16-year existence. | am 
privilered to have been directly involved 
in 13 of those years—one before the college 
opened and 12 more during its infant and 
toddler years. 

As [ reflect with you on those years, I 
have seen many miracles. When | was ap- 
pointed president in 1981, the Board of 
Governors mandated me to prepare the col- 
lege for opening in September 1982. Our 
staff included only one part-time and three 
full-time workers at that time: Jeannette 
Lodewyks, Justin Cooper, Dick 
Kranendonk and myself. We had no facili- 
ties, no faculty, no students, no library, no 
money. 5oon, Arend Kersten joined us as a 
recruiter and helped us gauge our enrol- 


De Bolster 


ment for our first year. When we opened 
the doors in September 1982, we had fa- 
cilities that served us well during the first 
few years; we had an extremely 
gifted faculty of eight people; we 
had an enrolment of 98 students, 
almost double our projected target; 
we had a library which we were 
able to buy at minimal cost from a 
liberal arts college in the United 
States; and we had at least enough 
money to pay our faculty and staff 
the first half-year of our existence. 
No wonder our slogan for the cal- 
lege became “Stepping Forward in Faith.” 
The Lord never failed us. 

When our facilities on Hamilton's 
Beach Boulevard became too small, we 
trusted in the Lord to give us what we 
needed and today we occupy a beautiful, 
78-acre campus in Ancaster. We would 
never have been able to accomplish what 
we did without the incredible love and sup- 
port from the Christian--especially the re- 
formed Christian--community, Christian 
businesses, and the Christian Reformed 
Church, all communities which accompa- 
nied us during those formative years with 
their prayers and finances. 

Continued on p. 8. 


New combined 
publication set for 
October 


| | Revealed Reflections, the college's | 


ay newsletter, will be no 


This issue; Vol. 17, No. 3, will be the | 


last Reflections, as the college has opted | 
to combine its college and alumni news 
into one publication. 


The new magazine will be called In- 
ages, the current name of the alumni 


newsletter. Its content will be alumni- 


focused yet will contain many of the 


items of interest currently contained in 


Reflections. It will be distributed to all 

ae and college members three times 
ear—- per, February and June. 

Reasons for the change include giv- 

ing the support community more infor- 


mation about alumni and alumni activi- 


ties, i improving the publication's visual 


and content appeal, increasing its “shelf- 


life,” simplifying the production process ! 
and a cost savings on postage. al 
The first edition of the new-look 


Images is scheduled to be distributed 
| this sige October, 
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| Graduation celebrations 
Seventy-one students received their undergraduate degrees at 
Redeemer’s 13th commencement held May 23 at the college. 
The ceremony marked the end of many years of scholastic 
achievement and the start of something new. Dr. Graeme Hunter 
of the University of Ottawa gave the graduation address and | 
Mike Zwiep was chosen as class speaker. Special award winners 
were Renee Brink and Paul Heerema (above) who won the 
Faculty Award and Governor General's Silver Medal, respectively. 


MNMOTES 
College mourns death of original 
land-owner Vivyan Whaley 


The Redeemer community was saddened by the death in May of 
Mr. Vivyan Whaley, a longtime resident of the Ancaster campus. 
Whaley was the owner of one of two adjoining farms purchased 
by the college in the mid-80s as the location for its new home. 
Whaley remained a tenant on the property and lived in a mobile 
home tucked away in a corner of the campus, along with a small 
menagerie of farm animals, near some student residences. Whaley 
enjoyed his contact with Redeemer students and took special de- 
light in the young children of families who lived on campus. 
Rev. Henry De Bolster, president emeritus of the college and 
a neighbour of Whaley during the years De Bolster and his wife 
lived on campus, led the memorial service. The Redeemer com- 
munity extends its condolences to surviving family members. 


Van Berkel breaks second record 


Redeemer varsity volleyball player Michelle Van Berkel was suc- 
cessful in her attempt to break the season blocking record in the 
Ontario College Athletic Assocation. 

The last issue of Reflections reported that Van Berkel had al- 
ready broken the single game blocking record with 13 and that 
she had 32 blocks in the first half of the season, well on her way to 
breaking the season record of 54. By season's end, she had shat- 
tered the old mark with a total of 60 blocks. 


Crazy Redeemer fans 
win trip to Edmonton 


For Redeemer students Marsha Koops and Danielle Huinink, 

ey were crazy enough to win an all-expense paid trip to Ed- 

monton to see the National Hockey League's Oilers play host to 
the visiting Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The free trip was part of a promotion plan put on by the Ham- 
ilton Bulldogs, the Oiler’s American Hockey League farm club. 
Koops and Huinink, both third-year students at Redeemer, at- 
tended a number of Bulldogs games and, on one particular ocea- 
sion in March, were chosen as the best fans of the game. 

“We dressed up like freaks with bright colours and Canadian 
flags and everytime they played music between the achon we 
would make noise and try to get their [the event staff] attention,” 
Koops said. 

Their stay in Edmonton was less than 24 hours long and, con- 
sequently, it was action-packed. They stayed in the luxurious 
Sheraton Hotel and spent a little time relaxing in the pool before 
heading out to West Edmonton Mall where they rode some 
rollercoasters and did some window-shopping. The pair was 
happy that Huinink’s sister, who lives in Edmonton, was able to 
drive them from place to place, including Northlands Cohseum, 
home of the Oilers. 

Koops said she was a little disappointed with their seats (back 
row on the top level) but was happy because the Maple Leafs lost 
the game. “I like Montreal and Danielle was happy ‘cause she’s 
an Edmonton fan.” 

lt being the middle of April, the game was close to the end of 
the NHL's season and, more importantly, the two galavanting Re- 
deemer students both had an exam to write the next day. 

“T brought my books with me and I looked at my notes for 
about five minutes on the plane, but then a movie came on so that 
was the end of that,” Koops said. 


y how crazy can you get? 


—DR 


Marsha Koops and Danielle Huinink were able to draw enough attention 
to themselves with these costumes to win them a trip to Edmonton. 
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‘Milk and Honey’ celebrates 10 years 


Ke College's Milk and Honey 
\ Summer Festival celebrated its 10th an- 
niversary during the week of June 1-5. 
From its modest beginnings in 1989 with 
3/ guests, the festival has grown to this 
year's capacity crowd of more than 160 par- 
ticipants. 

This year’s theme of Feasting on the 
Fruit of the Spirit featured lectures by Dr. 
Bert Polman, professor of music, and Dr. 
John Byl, associate professor of physical 
education. In addition to the lectures, 
guests enjoyed trips to Stratford to see the 
play A Man For All Seasons and to Niagara 
Falls to visit the popular Butterfly Exhibit. 

One of the highlights of the week was 
the anniversary reception hosted by Rev. 
Henry DeBolster. The evening included 
memorable events and occasions from past 
years of the Milk and Honey Festival. Spe- 
cial recognition was given to a number of 
guests who had attended all 10 years. 

The continuing growth of the Milk and 
Honey Festival can be attributed to our 
enthusiastic guests who have encouraged 
friends and fa mily to join them. More than 
40 of this year's guests attended the festi- 
val for the first time, solely through these 
Means. 


Te school year wasn't completely over 
yet for approximately 75 Redeemer 
students who jumped into vans or planes 
just shortly after writing their last exams 
in April, 

They were off to put their education 
to good use and to learn more all the while, 
Fourteen students embarked on a three- 


week mission project in Honduras, another 


40 spent two weeks travelling through 
Southern Ontario as part of the college's 
first-ever theatre tour and 40 or so others 
participated in the Concert Choir’s week- 
and-a-half tour through British Columbia. 

The mission group stayed in the vil- 
lage of Plan Del Cerro, Honduras where 
their project was to build a gravitational 
water flow system to provide fresh, clean 
drinking water for the village. 

The work was difficult, and even more 
taxing because of the hot temperatures and 
the altitude. The students had to be careful 
to avoid heat exhaustion. 

By Thursday morning of the second 


As the festival continues to grow, plans 
are being made to offer a second week of 
Milk and Honey. This second week, The 
Milk and Honey Silver Edition, would of- 
fer many of the same events as the original 
Milk and Honey, but would move along at 
a more leisurely pace. Only one lecture 
would be presented daily, instead of the 


usual two, and day trips and excursions 
would be carefully selected to facilitate 
those who prefer a slower, more relaxed 
atmosphere. 50, next year our guests will 
havea choice: The regular Milk and Honey 
or the Silver Edition. We thank all of our 
guests for an enjoyable week and hope to 
see you back in 1999! 


Participants in this y year's loth anniversary Milk and Honey Festival enjoy the beautiful 


grounds outside the Stratford Theatre. 


week, the last lengths of pipe had been laid 
and the trench was filled in. It was a very 
exciting and satisfying moment for both the 
Redeemer students and the people of the 
village, 

For the theatre troupe, performing 15 
shows in eight different venues over a two- 
week period was strenuous... and a lot of 
fun. 

The 15 actors and five technicians per- 
formed professor Ray Louter’s “Stranger 
In the Land” for audiences throughout 
Southwestern Ontario. They were part of 
the first-ever Redeemer theatre tour. 

The tour gave the students excellent 
hands-on learning opportunities as well as 
taking Redeemer theatre off-campus and 
out into various communities. 

Despite a few illnesses along the way, 
the tour was a success which bodes well 
for future touring shows put on by the thea- 
tre department. | 

Also on tour was the Redeemer Col- 
lege Concert Choir which spent 10 days 


Many students hit the road after exams 


visiting different cities in British Columbia. 

One of the most exciting aspects of the 
tour was that the choir’s message of praise 
and thanks to God spoke powerfully to 
many people. Audiences in both the morn- 
ing high school concerts and evening 
church concerts were receptive and enthu- 
siastic about the music and its message. 

Other audiences, such as the stewards 
on the ferry, waiters and waitresses in vari- 
ous restaurants, and even the security 
guards at the Legislative Buildings in Vic- 
toria, were also touched by the music dur- 
ing some of the choir’s impromptu mo- 
ments of song. 

Many people expressed that they were 
blessed and deeply moved by our music. 
Thus, the group's purpose was accom- 
plished; God had used them as His instru- 
ments to communicate His love and awe- 
some clory! 

--Stortes from 
Amanda Wilms, Corina MacLean, 
Angela Verburg and Jane Hogeterp. 


———— a = 
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Drama Festival: 
an award winning 
display of theatre 


Seven schools participated in the 5th an- 
nual Christian High School Drama Fes- 
tival at Redeemer College. Among the 
seven were two new schools: Christian 
Academy of Western Ontario and Ham- 
ilten District Christian High. In addition 
to taking in workshops, the seven 
schools performed a variety of theatri- 

| cal works in the festival competition 
with all participating schools winning 
at least one award of excellence. 


AWARD WINNERS: 

* Outstanding Overall Production: 
Christian Academy 
(Who Calls?) 

* Outstanding Performance Awarels: 
Steven Geleynse - London 
(A Midsummer Night's Dream) 
Leah Tallman - Niagara 
(Suill Stands the House) 
Jonathan deBruyn - Toronto 
(A Doctor In Spite of Himself 
Jason Postma - Chatham 
{Rest In Peace! 
Janette Luyk - Hamilton 
(The Scarlett Letter) 

| * Outstanding Technical Award: 

London 
(A Midsummer Night's Dream} 

* Adjudicator’s Award: 
Durham 
(Christ in the Concrete City) 

* Outstanding Stage Management: 
Luke Meiboom - Toronto 
(A Doctor In Spite of Himself) 


fall Art Exhibition 


“Job: Companion 
of God" 


by Matth Cupido 


()ctober 6-4, 
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Happy retirement, Janet! 


The college extends tts 
best wishes to Janet 
Katerberg who retired on 
June 30 after 10 years at 
Redeemer. Katerberg first 
started working at the 
college as a secretary in 
1988. In 1990, she became 
administrative assistant 


Katerberg 


for the Redeemer Foundation and in 1992 
she began a six-year stint as manager of 
support services. At her June 26 retire- 
ment party, staff, students and faculty 
wished her God's blessings in her retire- 
ment. 


New staff and faculty 
appointments 


A number of staff members have been 
given new appointments at Redeemer. 
As part of an internal restructuring, 
Marian Ryks-Szelekovszky takes on a 
new position as the Senior Director of 
Admissions and Student Life and will 


oversee the work involved in recruitment 


and retention as well as continuing on 
as Registrar. 

Eileen Fallon has been appointed as 
the acting Dean of Students for an 11- 
month term to fill in for Fred Schat who 


_ will be taking a leave of absence to work 


| 


on his master’s of education. 

Replacing Janet Katerberg as man- 
ager of support services is Sandi 
Buwalda, formerly secretary for the 
stewardship department. 

Marg Alkema has been appointed 
as the new director of the child care cen- 
tre replacing Ella Heslinga who, with her 
husband, has moved out west. 

As part of the academic administra- 
tive restructuring, four faculty members 
have been appointed as Associate Deans. 
They are Dr. Bert Polman (Literature and 
Fine Arts), Dr. Gary Chiang (Natural 5Sci- 
ences), Dr. Doug Needham (Social Sci- 
ences) and Dr. Jacob Ellens (Founda- 
tions). 


Heading to Eastern Canada 


| 


| The college bids farewell to Shawn 


Stovell who has accepted a position as 


NEWS 


Student Life Coordinator at Atlantic Bap- | 
tist University in Moncton, New Bruns- | 
wick. An admissions 
counsellor for five years 
with Redeemer, Stovell 
just completed his mas- 
ter’s of education degree 
and looks forward to the 


await him out east. surg # 


Welcome to new staff 


Redeemer’s admissions department has | 
two new faces: Thanh Campbell and Sid | 
Ypma, both alumni of the college. 
Campbell graduated in 
1996 and worked at a 
Christian bookstore be- 
fore being hired as an ad- 
missions counsellor. He 
and his wife Karina (a 
senior Redeemer stu- | 
dent) live in Hamilton 
and are expecting their 
first child in November. 

Ypma worked as a 
driver for Turkstra Lum- 
ber and General Woods 
and Veneers after gradu- 
ating from Redeemer in § 
1997. He currently lives bE 
in Ancaster. 

Despite having 
worked on campus for 
seven years, Alice 
Wolters is now officially 
a Redeemer employee. 
Wolters is manager of the | 
college bookstore. As 
part of further restructur- 
ing by the college, the 
bookstore is now under the umbrella of | 
administration and finance. Prior to this, | 
the bookstore was managed by a separate 
company of which Wolters was co-owner. 

Ken Vander Wal has been hired on a 
part-time basis to assist plant and main- 
tenance director Ralph Veldstra with the 
many renovations which are taking place 
on campus over the summer. Prior to 
coming to Redeemer, Vander Wal was 
self-employed in construction. He and his — 
wife, Joanne, have four children and live 
in Hamilton. 


Wolters 


REDEEMER REFLECTIONS 


FACULTY 


UPDATE 


Dr. Deborah Bowen gave a paper at the Cana- 
dian Association for Commonwealth Literature 
and Language Studies at the Congress of So- 
cial Sciences and Humanities, held in Ottawa, 
May 29. The paper was entitled “Liberally 
Guilty, Guiltily Liberal: What is a Poor (White, 
Christian) Student to Dot” and included testi- 
mony from three members of Jast fall's 
postcolonial literature class at Redeemer: Marja 
Fledderus, Renee Brink anc Mike Zwiep. 


Dr. Kevin VanderMeulen has received a four 
year research grant of $6,000 per year at 
McMaster University from the National §Sci- 
ences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada tora project entitled “Graph Decom- 
positions and Colourings.” This grant can be 
used to cover research expenses related to this 
project, such as conference and collaboration 
costs, Computer expenses and support for a 
graduate student. 


Dr. Thea van Til Rusthoven visited Paris, France 
February 1-6 and worshipped at the Baptist 
church where most of the Redeemer in France 
Program students attend. She looked at two 
female residences as well as the Bed & Break- 
fast that the students use when arriving in Paris. 
She also visited with alumnus Jeff Bakker (97) 
and students Heather Sinnema and David Lehr. 


The Pascal Centre is pleased to announce that 
it has received a $10,000 grant from the So- 
cial Sciences and Humanities Research Coun- 
cil of Canada (SSHRCC) under the “Aid to Oc- 
casional Research Conferences” grant program. 
The grant will be applied to the conference 
“science in Theistic Contexts: Cognitive Di- 
mensions” held at Redeemer College from July 
#1-25, 1998, 

Dr. Al Wolters and Dr. M. Elaine Botha attended 
a consultation on Hermeneutics in Chelten- 
ham, U.K., sponsored by the London Bible 
Society. 


NOW AVAILABLE | 
Home in Alfalfa 


.. anew book by Hugh Cook, profes- 
sor of English at Redeemer College. 


Welcome to a year in the life of Alfalfa, 
a small town in the heart of southern 
Ontario farm country, where strange 

and wonderful events take place. 


Watch for book readings by Hugh 
Cook at Redeemer College (Sept. 23), 
in Ottawa (Sept. 25) and other 
communities in the province. 


SUMMER 1998 


ATHLETICS 


Champions of the Ice Rink 


Continued from p. 4, 

But there were hardships and failures 
too, There were times when we did not 
know whether or not we would have 
enough funds to pay faculty and staff. Yet 
the money was there when we needed it. 
The Brookview Trust failure shook our cal- 
lege community. I wondered at times, dur- 
ing my sleepless nights, if we would be able 
to weather the storm. Only God knows the 
agony of that time. Our continued existence 
is certainly not because we handled that 
debacle so well. God had a purpose for us 
and after a painful year we were finally able 
to put this struggle behind us. We even 
gained many new students so that when | 
retired in 1994 our enrolment was close to 
450 students. 

And now, also behind us are the many 
years of meeting, consulting, debating and 
pleading with the government to give us 
what was rightfully ours. God worked in 
the hearts of many and heard our prayers 
when we received the charter change so 
that we can legitimately call ourselves a 
Christian university which may proudly 


The Redeemer Royals tce Hockey team won the championship title after defeating 5t. 
George's Avalanche in the finals of the Niagara Christian Hockey League playoffs this 
| past April. While there was some controversy as to the scheduling of games in the 
finals, the Royals stand victorious after a tie and a win in the finals. At an informal 
celebration in the college's main foyer, the team was presented with a beautiful — 
championship trophy to commemorate the achievement. 


Rev. De Bolster reflects on Redeemer’s past 


confer on our students the bachelor of arts 
and bachelor of science degrees. 

An era has come to an end. Our tod- 
dler years are passed. By the grace of God, 
we have matured and it is only fitting that 
we change the name and look of this pub- 
lication as well. Reflections served a good 
purpose; our community was informed 
about many of the things I mentioned. Now 
it is time to step forward and begin a new 
phase. 

One thing does not change, however: 
the need for your support and prayers. 
Please continue to pray for the president, 
his faculty and staff and the many students 
whom they serve. Pray for wisdom for the 
Board of Governors and, above all, pray 
that God will bless Redeemer College and 
cause it to be a blessing. 

How privileged I am to have been a 
part of it all. I thank God daily for that in- 
volvement. 

--Henry R. De Bolster 


Rev. Henry De Bolster is president emeri- 
tus of Redeemer College. 


